
In such a time as this, how does the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification
help us to live into the reality of Jesus’ prayer (John 17) for the unity of the church? Be
reminded what Jesus Christ brings to a world in need of healing and wholeness.
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DIGGING DEEPER

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Briefly share (in pairs or 3s) your initial reaction to what you heard in the LIFE Talk.
Prompts: What stood out to you? What is stirring inside of you? What are you thinking,
feeling, or wondering about?

1. In light of what you have been learning in these sessions of LIFEU on the Doctrine of

Justification—by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone—what would you

say to a child, grandchild, or friend, who is struggling with the divisions among the

churches?

2.At this point, how would you explain the Doctrine of Justification to someone who is

burdened with a deep sense of guilt and shame?

3.Given what you have learned in these sessions, how would you answer the question:

why is the Doctrine of Justification such a big deal?

God of wisdom and beauty, thank you for this time together. Help us as we live out our
faith this week and share what we have learned. Make us instruments of your peace
and healing love, as we grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus. In Christ's holy name we
pray, Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER

Offer a prayer to draw your time to a close, using one of your own or the one below.

GETTING STARTED

Share in a spiritual practice, discuss an igniter question, and/or begin with prayer.

Creator God, thank you for the opportunity to gather with each person here, to grow in
faith and knowledge together, and for the gift of your Holy Spirit. Bless our time, our
conversation, and how we care for one another. Amen.
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