
Sunday, July 12, 2026 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Proclaim Jesus Christ, Live in Christ, Serve!  

 
 
PRELUDE What a Friend We Have in Jesus!                William Bolcom  
  (from Three Gospel Preludes for Organ, set 1)  

 Bill Chouinard, Organist 
© 1980 Edward B. Marks Music Corporation   

 
WELCOME & INVITATIONS 
 
OPENING HYMN      Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                   Hymnal #834  

 
 
INVOCATION          
Leader:  We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  

Spirit. 
All:   Amen. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever  

and ever. 
All:   Amen!  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  The saying is trustworthy and true: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  
Let us now silently confess before God, the burdens we carry.   
(time for silent confession) 

All:   We confess that we have not always pursued peace, love, and patience. At  
times, we have been ashamed of the Gospel and reluctant to share your good  
news. We have acted in ignorance and unbelief, trusting more in ourselves than 

 in you. We have argued over words instead of listening to one another and to  
your voice. When you have called us to courage, we have too often responded  
with fear. Forgive us, Lord. 

Leader:  Hear the good news: God has saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of  
our works but because of God’s own purpose and grace. 

All:   If we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Leader:  In Christ Jesus, death has been destroyed and new life has been brought to light. By  

God’s great mercy, you are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  
the Holy Spirit. 

All:   Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 
Leader:  The peace of the Lord be with you.   
All:  And also with you.  
 
Please share a sign of God’s peace with those around you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE What a Friend We Have in Jesus                          Hymnal #742  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Leader:  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, as we gather for worship, we thank you for seeking us when we wander 
and for inviting us to bring everything to you in prayer. Open our hearts to receive your 
grace with joy, and strengthen us to follow you faithfully; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
READING Luke 15:4-7 
“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 
 
ANTHEM If Ye Love Me                              Thomas Tallis 
  The Summer Singers 
  Adam Reinwald, Director 
  © Public Domain 

 
If ye love me, keep my commandments,  
and I will pray to the Father,  
and he will give you another comforter,  
that he may abide with you forever,  
e'en the spirit of truth.  - John 14:15-17 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM   
10:30  Hallie Jean Schrankler 
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APOSTLES’ CREED     
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended into hell.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
HYMN    You Servants of God                  Hymnal #825 

  
 
You may be seated 
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Leader:  Open our ears, hearts, and minds, Lord, for Scripture is profitable for  
teaching. 

All:    We gather to hear, experience, and become bearers of your Living  
Word.   

 
READING  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me faithful 
and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man 
of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But 
for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the 
utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King 
of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Leader:  Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God!  
 
SERMON                         Pastor Brian Norsman 
  
ANTHEM Stand in That River                                  Moira Smiley 
  The Summer Singers 
  Adam Reinwald, Director 
  © 2006 Moira Smiley Music, ASCAP 

 
I went to the river 
But my river was dry 
The dust rose up 
To a darkened sky 
Tell me, where is hope? 
Where do the waters run clear? 
I do not know my way from here 
 
Come, and stand in that river 
Current, gentle and slow 
Send your troubles down water 
Down on that water flow 
 
When you stand in that river 
Angels sing in your head 
Secrets beyond every worry 
Dreams beyond every dread 
 

Tell me, sister, brother 
Where does that river flow? 
It flows down to the great water 
Where soon my people will go 
 
Oh, time passes 
Passes on down the stream 
Some days are so much sweeter 
Some days pass like a dark dream 
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OFFERTORY      What a Friend We Have in Jesus                            Hymnal #742   

 
Tune: CONVERSE, Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886, Music: Charles C. Converse 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,     
    thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen     
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LAMB OF GOD (All Sing) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 
ANTHEM Create in Me A Clean Heart                               Grant Norum 
  The Summer Singers 
  Adam Reinwald, Director 
  © The Summer Singers 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your spirit from me.  
Restore unto the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free spirit.   
 - Psalm 51:10-12 

 
COMMUNION HYMN      Have No Fear, Little Flock                       Hymnal #764 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING    
Leader:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s  

grace. 
All:  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Leader:  Let us pray, 

Compassionate God, 
Through the gifts of bread and wine, you fill our hearts with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us through this holy meal, that we may share your love freely with others, 
just as you have shared it with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, through the  
power of the Spirit, who nourishes us now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 
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BENEDICTION      
Leader:  Now hold onto the sound teaching you have heard through the faith and love of Jesus.  

Guard the good that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit.  Be equipped for  
every good work, fight the good fight, and keep the faith in God our Creator, Jesus  
Christ our Savior, and the Holy Spirit, our comforter and guide.  

All:  Amen.  
 
HYMN    Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises- refrains/verses are sung twice.              Hymnal #535 
 
          

  
 
DISMISSAL 
Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE    Trumpet Tune in C Major                    David N. Johnson    

Bill Chouinard, Organist 
©1964 Augsburg Publishing House 
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LEADING TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Preacher: Pastor Brian Norsman 

Assisting: Pastor Amy Mihelich Smith 
Pastor Michael Jordan 

 
Music 

The Summer Singers, Adam Reinwald, Director 
Bill Chouinard, Organist 

NEXT SUNDAY  
Preacher: Pastor Amy Mihelich Smith 

 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Matthew 11:28-30 
 

Music 
The River City Chorale 

 
 
 
All the music used in today’s service is used with permission through One License A-703943 and CCLI License 617227 


