
Sunday, August 23, 2026 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Proclaim Jesus Christ, Live in Christ, Serve!  

 
 
PRELUDE God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven       setting by David Cherwien   

©1991 Summa Productions 

Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us         Bradbury/arr. Dale Wood  
© 1992 The Sacred Music Press 

Bill Chouinard, Organist 
 

WELCOME & INVITATIONS  
 
OPENING HYMN     All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!               Hymnal #634 
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INVOCATION          
Leader:  We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:   Amen. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF PRAISE 
Leader: Come, worship the Lord our God! 
All:  We lift God’s name with reverence and praise. 
Leader: Remember God’s holy day.   
All:   We remember and rest in God’s grace.   
Leader:  Center us again, O God.  
All:   Write your law on our hearts and shape our lives. 
Leader:  We find contentment in God’s presence. 
All:   We worship the Lord with love and joy. Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Let us confess our sin before God, who saves us by grace and calls us to be  
shaped by God’s life-giving Word. 
(Silence for confession)  

Leader:  Gracious God, 
All:    You brought us out of slavery into freedom, 

yet we do not live as your freed people. 
You call us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
yet we chase after other gods—success, comfort, and self-interest. 
 
You command us to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
yet we neglect those in need, speak what is false,  
and covet what belongs to others. 

 
By your holy Law, reveal our sin; 
by your gracious Gospel, reveal your mercy. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
Leader: In mercy, God did not abandon the wandering people, but remained faithful to  

them in steadfast love.  In Jesus Christ, God has fulfilled the law and sets us free. 
Therefore, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:   Amen. 
 
Please share a sign of God’s peace with those around you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  This Is My Commandment  

  
     Verse 2:  This is my commandment, that you serve one another……. 
 

Text: John 15: 11-12, Music: COMMANDMENT CANON, anonymous 

 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader:  Let us pray, 

Creator God, you remind us that we were made in your image – by love, in love, and to 
love. As we gather this day, remind us of the unstoppable love you’ve shown us 
through Jesus, and inspire us to live out that same love with all that we have and all 
that we are. In your name we pray, 

All:   Amen. 
 
READING Matthew 22:34-40 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the 
law is the greatest?”  He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 
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SONG   His Eye Is on the Sparrow            arr. Tom Fettke 
   Kristi Ames & Cal Greening, soloists 
   Bill Chouinard, piano 
   © 1993 Pilot Point Music 

 
I sing because I’m happy; I sing because I am free. 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 
Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come? 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home. 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He. 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
“Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender words I hear. 
And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubt and fear. 
Tho’ by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see,  
His eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches me. 
 
Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise,  
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 
I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free. 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM   
 
10:30 a.m. 
Leona Vera Vadner 
Frances Leena Harbaran 
Lawrence Stanley Johnson 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED     

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended into hell.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen 
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HYMN    The Church of Christ, in Every Age              Hymnal #729 

  
 
READING  Exodus 20:3-11 
 
You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above or 
that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
 
“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 
Leader:  Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God!  
 
SERMON                  Pastor Amy Mihelich Smith 
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OFFERING If You Love Me          Joel Raney 
   Kristi Ames & Cal Greening, soloists 
   Bill Chouinard, piano 
   © 2019 Hope Music Publishing 
 

My peace I give you, my peace I leave with you,  
and I will comfort you in time of trouble. 
And if you love me, keep my commands. 
Though I may leave you, I will return for you, 
I’ll prepare for you a place beside me. 
And if you love me, keep my commands. 
Because I live, you too shall live. 
I bring you peace that the world cannot give. 
 

  
OFFERTORY    Doxology  

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,     
    thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen     
 
LAMB OF GOD (All Sing) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION    Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us              Hymnal #789 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING    
Leader:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

God’s grace. 
All:  Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Leader:  Let us pray, 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the gift of grace we have received at this table. 
Nourished by this meal, send us into the world you so deeply love to love and serve 
you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let our words and actions bear witness 
to your love as we join in the mission you have entrusted to us, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

All Sing:  Amen. 
 
HYMN         Go, My Children, with My Blessing               Hymnal #543    
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DISMISSAL 
Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE       Toccata from Gothic Suite            Léon Boëllmann 

Bill Chouinard, Organist  
   © 1915 Durand 

  

LEADING TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Preacher: Pastor Amy Mihelich Smith 
Assisting: Pastor Sarah Breckenridge 

Pastor Carole Lundell 
 

Music 
Kristi Ames & Cal Greening, soloists 

Bill Chouinard, Organist 
 

NEXT SUNDAY  
Preacher: Pastor Mike Carlson 

 
Scripture:  

Exodus 20:12-16 
Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40 

 
Music 

Andy Haase, soloist 

 
 
All the music used in today’s service is used with permission through One License A-703943 and CCLI License 617227 


